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awards
MOORTIDEVI AWARD

PEPSICO’S BRAND AMBASSADOR

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

PV Sindhu named brand ambassador Raghu Rai conferred with Lifetime
for PepsiCo’s new sports drink
Achievement award
20 March 2017

T

he 2016 Rio Olympics
silver medal shuttler PV
Sindhu will be the brand
ambassador for Gatorade,
PepsiCo’s sports based drink.
The partnership is a reiteration
of PepsiCo India’s commitment
to popularise the benefits of
its healthier food and beverage
offerings
to
consumers.
Stating this, the company said
Gatorade India will unveil the
all new `SweatMore’ campaign
featuring Sindhu in a digital film that will capture the
brand’s close partnership with the sports icon.
.............................................................................................

23 March 2017

P

hotojournalist Raghu Rai was conferred with a
Lifetime Achievement Award by the information
and broadcasting (I&B) ministry at the 6th National
Photography Awards. for “his remarkable contribution to

T

Major Rohit Suri awarded
Kirti Chakra
20 March 2017

M

ajor Rohit Suri, who led the army team that carried
out surgical strike in PoK last year, was presented
the second highest peacetime gallantry award Kirti Chakra.

arendra Kumar, a Central Water Engineering
Service (1979 batch) officer, is the new
Central Water
Commission
(CWC)
chairman. He assumed
the charge of the post up
on superannuation of GS
Jha, an official statement
said. Kumar had become
a CWC member (river
management) in October
2014.

J

awaharlal Nehru University (JNU) won the annual
Visitor’s Award for
the ‘Best University’,
2017. Deepak Pant from
the Central University of
Himachal Pradesh won
the Visitor’s Award for
‘Innovation’ while the
Visitor’s Award for ‘Research’ has been jointly won by
Shyam Sunder from Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and
Professor Niranjan Karak from Tezpur University. The
‘Best University’ will receive a Citation and Trophy while
winners of Visitor’s Award for ‘Innovation’ and ‘Research’
will receive a Citation and cash award of Rs 1 lakh.
..............................................................................................

Deaths
T R ANDHYARUJINA PASSED AWAY

NEW CENTRAL WATER COMMISSION

10 March 2017

E

minent Malayalam author and journalist M P Veerendra
Kumar was presented the 30th Moortidevi award
by Bharatiya Jnanpith Organisation. Kumar was chosen
for the prestigious award for
his Malayalam travelogue
‘Hymavathabhoovil’, which
dwells upon ancient trails
of Indian culture, myth,
literature and people strewn
in the plains, valleys and mountains of India.
..............................................................................................

02 March 2017

Indian Ankur Khanna appointed
ICC’s new CFO
KIRTI CHAKRA
20 March 2017

Narendra Kumar named new Central
Water Commission chairman

04 March 2017

JNU won Visitor’s Awards 2017
for best university

ICC’s NEW CFO

he International Cricket Council
appointed Ankur Khanna as its
Chief Financial Officer. Khanna will
join the ICC at the end of March
leaving Air Asia India where he
held the post of CFO for the last
twelve months.Commenting on his
appointment, ICC Chief Executive
David Richardson said: “I am delighted to welcome
someone of Ankur’s pedigree to the ICC.
.............................................................................................

M P Veerendra Kumar presented
Moortidevi award

VISITOR’S AWARDS 2017

the field.” National Photography Awards is an annual event
organised by the ministry to promote art, technique of
photography and to encourage professional amd amateur
photographers from all corners of the country.”
.............................................................................................
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SARASWATI SAMMAN 2016
Konkani author Mahabaleshwar Sail
honoured with Saraswati Samman
09 March 2017

E

minent
Konkani
writer
Mahabaleshwar
Sail
was
honoured with the Saraswati Samman
2016 for his novel Hawthan. The
74-year-old writers novel, published
in 2009, was shortlisted from 22
books written in as many languages.

Eminent jurist T R Andhyarujina
passed away
28 March 2017

E

minent jurist and senior
advocate T R Andhyarujina
passed away early this morning
in Mumbai. Andhyarujina, 84,
who also served as Solicitor
General during 1996-98,
was part of the team of
constitutional law expert H M
Seervai in his initial days as a lawyer and witnessed
from close-quarters the history-defining hearings in the
‘The Kesavananda Bharati Case’. Seervai had appeared
for the Kerela government in the famous Kesavananda
Bharati case.
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INS VIKRAMADITYA TEST-FIRED

DEV RAJ SIKKA PASSED AWAY Indian Navy test-fired surface-toECO-FRIENDLY POWER PLANT
Dev Raj Sikka, India’s monsoon
man, passed away at 85
21 March 2017

F

ormer Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) director Dev
Raj Sikka, known as the
‘monsoon man’ for his
role in helping scientists
develop better prediction
systems for India’s rainy
season, passed away after
a heart attack. He was 85.
Sikka was honoured with the lifetime achievement award by
the Indian Meteorological Society (IMD) in December 2016
in recognition of his contribution to Indian meteorology
spanning over six decades.
...............................................................................................

ARVIND PADMANABHAN PASSED AWAY

air missile from INS Vikramaditya BHEL commissioned 250 mw eco24 March 2017

T

he Indian Navy successfully conducted the maiden trial
firing of newly installed surface-to-air missile (SAM)

system from its aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya. The
test was carried out as part of the Operational Readiness
Inspection of the Western Fleet by Western Naval Command.
...............................................................................................

friendly power plant in Gujarat

27 March 2017
tate-owned power equipment maker BHEL commissioned
a 250-mw eco-friendly unit, using low-grade coal (lignite)
as a primary fuel. The lignite-based thermal unit, based on

S

Circulating Fluidised Bed Combustion (CFBC) technology,
is the second such facility to be commissioned at Bhavnagar
Energy Company Limited (BECL) 2x250 mw thermal power
project at Padva in Bhavnagar district of Gujarat.
...............................................................................................

BRAHMOS MISSILE TEST-FIRED
Veteran journalist Arvind Padmanabhan
India successfully test-fired a new SAMSUNG PAY LAUNCHED IN INDIA
passed away

BrahMos supersonic cruise missile Samsung launched Samsung Pay in India
11 March 2017
for card, mobile wallet and UPI payments

08 March 2017

V

eteran
journalist
Arvind
new BrahMos
Padmanabhan, an Executive
supersonic
Editor at IANS, died of cardiac arrest.
cruise
missile,
Padmanabhan breathed his last at the
with an extended
Holy Family Hospital.
............................................................................................... range of 450km
was successfully
test-fired from the
integrated test range at Balasore off the Odisha coast.
...............................................................................................

A

TAARAK MEHTA PASSED AWAY
Taarak Mehta noted Gujarati writer,
passed away
01 March 2017

N

oted Giujarati writer, humorist and playwright Taarak
Mehta
passed
away in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. He was 87.
Mehta was best known
for his popular column
Duniya Ne Undha
Chasma, written in
Gujarati. The columns formed the basis for SAB TV’s
long-running show Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah.
Mehta was awarded the Padma Shri back in 2015. His
weekly column first featured in Chitralekha in March
1971, and he had published over 80 books.
...............................................................................................

09 March 2017

W

ater Jet Fast Attack Craft (WJFAC) INS Tillanchang
was commissioned to the Indian Navy in Karwar,
Karnataka. It will add to the firepower of the Indian Navy.

...............................................................................................

Indian Navy inducted surveillance INTERCEPTOR MISSILE TEST-FIRED
India’s indigenous supersonic interceptor
ship INLCU L51
28 March 2017

missile successfully test-fired

I

I

ndian Navy’s latest surveillance ship, INLCU L51 was
commissioned and it became part of the fleet deployed to

check poaching, illegal fishing, drug trafficking and other
unlawful activities in the Indian Ocean region. It is the
first of the eight ships of the LCU Mk IV Class and was
built by M/s Garden Reach Ship Builders & Engineers Ltd.

S

INS TILLANCHANG COMMISSIONED
INS Tillanchang commissioned to
Indian Navy

DEFENCE
INLCU L51 INDUCTED

22 March 2017
amsung Electronics launched its flagship mobile
payments service, Samsung Pay, in India. Samsung
Pay can be used to make purchases using debit or credit
card to make payments. Apart from allowing users in India
to simply tap and pay on the go using their registered
cards, Samsung Pay has integrated Paytm as well as the

01 March 2017
ndia successfully test-fired its indigenously developed
supersonic interceptor missile capable of destroying
any incoming enemy ballistic missile at low altitude.
Advanced Air Defence (AAD) missile positioned at Abdul
Kalam Island
in the Bay
of
Bengal
after getting
signals from
the tracking
radars roared
through its
trajectory to
destroy the incoming hostile missile in mid-air, in an
endo-atmospheric altitude.

government’s Unified Payments Interface into the app.
Samsung has also created a digital payment ecosystem by
partnering with a number of issuers and card networks. The
Card Network and Issuer partners include Visa, MasterCard,
American Express, Axis Bank, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
SBI Card and Standard Chartered Bank.
...............................................................................................

NAND NIKETAN TOWNSHIP GOES CASHLESS
Essar Steel’s Nand Niketan township
at Hazira in Surat became cashless
17 March 2017
ssar
Steel’s
Nand Niketan
township at Hazira,
Surat, became the first
private township to
go cashless with the
help of The Mobile
Wallet (TMW), a Mumbai-based financial technology
company. The Wallet is powered by RBL Bank Ltd.
...............................................................................................

E

FIRST SUPERCRITICAL PLANT
Bhel’s first 800 MW supercritical
plant became operational
15 March 2017
Power equipment maker Bhel
commenced commercial operations
of its first 800 MW unit, supercritical
thermal plant. It also marked Bhel’s
foray as a developer into the field
of power generation.

ENVIRONMENT

Page 3

MERA iMOBILE BANKING APP LAUNCHED

NATIONAL
ICICI Bank launched Mera iMobile
KANHA TIGER RESERVE
banking app for rural customers RADIOLOGICAL DETECTION EQUIPMENT SYSTEM
Kanha tiger reserve becomes 20 March 2017
JNPT became the first major port to have
first in India to get official mascot CICI Bank launched a mobile banking app christened Radiological Detection Equipment System at all gates
‘Mera iMobile’ for rural
29 March 2017
anha tiger reserve has became the first tiger reserve in
India to officially introduce a mascot — Bhoorsingh

K

I

customers that allows them
to access banking services
as well as information on
agricultural services. Anyone
including non-ICICI Bank
customers can download
and use the app which is
available in eleven Indian languages. The app is available
in Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Bengali, Odia, Assamese and Punjabi. It also
offers UPI services in multiple Indian languages.
...............................................................................................

IDFC LAUNCHED AADHAAR PAY
the Barasingha — to present the hard ground swamp deer
as the spirit of the reserve and spread awareness to save
it from possible extinction. Barasingha, or swamp deer,
is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh.
...............................................................................................

WORLD’S LARGEST CAPSTONE DISCOVERED

World’s largest capstone discovered
by archaeologists in Telangana

29 March 2017
ith successful installation and commissioning
of the entire
Radiological Detection
Equipment
system,
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
became the first major
port in the country to
install RDE at all road
and rail gates.
...............................................................................................

W

FIRST FULLY INDIA MADE TRAIN

First fully India-made train flagged
IDFC became the first bank to launch off at Dadar station
biometric based payment system 18 March 2017
07 March 2017
DFC Bank became the first bank to launch the biometricbased payment system Aadhaar Pay through its network.
Aadhaar Pay makes cashless transactions possible even for

I

T

he much-awaited made-in-India train, Medha, was
flagged off from Dadar to Borivali, at Lokmanya Tilak

27 March 2017
he archaeology department of Telangana discovered
the world’s largest capstone after excavating an ancient
human burial site in Siddipet district. “The ancient human

T

those who do not have mobile phones, and only requires
the merchant to have a mobile phone. “All one needs
is to get the bank account number linked with Aadhaar.
...............................................................................................

IMPORTANT DAYS

EARTH HOUR 2017
burial site excavated by Telangana Archaeology in Narmeta
village in Nangunuru mandal led to a stunning discovery
of the world’s largest capstone.”
..............................................................................................

NEW CANYON SYSTEM FOUND

NIO found a new canyon system
close to Kovvada coast
10 March 2017
cientists of CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography
(NIO) in Visakhapatnam found three new canyons
forming a major canyon system in the depths of Bay of
Bengal close to Kovvada in Srikakulam district.

25 March 2017

D

elhi saved around 290 MW of power by
switching off lights and electrical appliances
during the Earth Hour 2017. The global Earth
Hour initiative aimed at energy conservation was
observed between 8:30p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

.............................................................................................

Finance
‘UNNATI’ (CREDIT) CARD
SBI launched ‘Unnati’ (Credit) Card
29 March 2017

A

iming to bring more users in
the digital fold, the State Bank
of India launched ‘Unnati’
(credit) card for its customers holding
an account with a minimum balance of Rs. 25,000.

PERSONS IN NEWS

Delhi saved 290 MW by switching
off lights during Earth Hour 2017 FIRST GIRL TO SWIM FROM SEA

S

...............................................................................................

Terminus. The 12-coach train was manufactured by the
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in Chennai, which has installed
LED lighting to reduce energy consumption. The train can
run at a speed of 110 kmph. The train has a capacity of
6,050 passengers and the number of seats is 1,168.
.................................................................................................

LINK TO GATEWAY OF INDIA

14-year-old became the first girl to
swim from Sea Link to Gateway of India
26 March 2017

G

auri Singh, 14-year-old girl became the first girl
to explore the route from Sea Link near Worli
Koliwada to the Gateway of India. The 36 km long
distance
route was
completed
in 6 hours
and
30
minutes.
Singh is a
resident of
Udaipur and a class 8th student.
.............................................................................................

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY FIRST TO PLAY GAYATRI VEENA
Google Doodle celebrated womanhood FOR 5 HOURS
Kerala’s Vaikom Vijayalakshmi became the
on International Women’s Day
08 March 2017

G

oogle’s International Women’s Day doodle honoured
female pioneers
who paved way
for women, to where we
are today. The doodle
slideshow narrates a
bedtime story, a collection
of 13 tales of remarkable
women, as told to a little girl by her grandmother. The girl
then takes us through her version of three of the 13 tales
that traces through centuries, circling the globe.

first to play Gayatri Veena for 5 hours
06 March 2017

P

opular
Malayalam
playback singer Vaikom
Vijayalakshmi set a world
record by playing Gayatri
veena, a single stringer musical
instrument, for five hours nonstop. The visually-challenged singer played 67 songs including
Malayalam, Tamil and Hindi in various ‘Swaras’ in the single
stringer musical instrument, creating the record.
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PLACES IN NEWS

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX

SPORTS

India ranked 131 on Human AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX
MAKE IN INDIA
Development Index
Sebastian Vettel won Australian
Conference on ‘Make in India’ held in Houston 22 March 2017
Grand Prix
ccording to a new UN report, India ranked a lowly
26 March 2017
first-ever conference was held in Houston bringing
together various
constituencies
that have an interest
in India and discussing
the latest developments
and the best practices of
doing business in India.
The two-day Houston
India Conference was hosted by Asia Society Texas Center.
The theme of the Conference was ‘Make in India -The
Inside Story’.
...............................................................................................

A

A

131 among the 188 countries surveyed for human
development, bracketing the third-largest Asian economy
alongside its South Asian neighbours like Pakistan,
Bhutan and Nepal. India has made no improvement in
its ranking over the previous year, despite the Human
Development Report for 2015 noting that foreign direct
investment favours countries such as China and India.
India’s Human Development Index (HDI) rank in 2014

INDIA’S TALLEST TRICOLOR

India’s tallest tricolour hoisted
at Attari border in Punjab
05 March 2017

T

he tallest national flag
in the country measuring
360 feet was hoisted at the
Attari-Wagah joint checkpost
in Punjab. The flag is 120 feet
in length, 80 feet in breadth
and is fixed on a pole which
is 360 feet high. The concrete
base is 30 feet in length and
another 30 feet in breadth.
..............................................................................................

was also 131. However, 63% Indians were “satisfied”
with their standard of living in 2014-15, the latest report
found. The report, released annually by the United Nations
Development Programme, said India’s rank of 131 puts
it in the “medium human development” bracket, which
also includes nations like Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan,
Kenya, Myanmar and Nepal.
..............................................................................................

TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION RANKING 2017

IISc Bangalore became the first Indian
BANKING BROUGHT TO REMOTE RURAL AREAS university to be among world’s top 10
27 March 2017
disha became the first state in the country to carry
financial inclusion and extend banking services to
unbanked areas through Self Help Groups (SHGs).
The state government signed an agreement with State
Bank of India in this regard.

O

S

ISSF SHOOTING WORLD CUP

REGIONAL

Odisha brought banking to remote
rural areas through Self Help Groups

26 March 2017
ebastian Vettel out-manoeuvred Lewis Hamilton and
the world champion Mercedes team with a stunning
victory
in
the seasonopening
Australian
Formula One
Grand Prix in
Melbourne.
Vettel won
by almost 10
seconds from
Hamilton and Mercedes teammate Valtteri Bottas in a
commanding victory of tactics and speed around the Albert
Street circuit. It was Ferrari’s first win in Melbourne since
Kimi Raikkonen’s victory in 2007 and Vettel’s second
in Australia after winning the 2011 race with Red Bull.
.............................................................................................

07 March 2017

I

ISc (Indian Institute of Science) Bangalore was ranked
eighth in the Times Higher Education or THE Rankings
for the year 2017, making it a proud moment for the
Indian education sector. This is for the first time, an Indian
university has featured in the list of top 10 universities
of the world.

Jitu Rai won gold in 50m free pistol
in the ISSF Shooting World Cup
20 March 2017
itu Rai won the
final of men’s 50m
pistol
competition.
He had won the gold
medal after flirting
with elimination in the
earlier rounds of the
final. He had knocked
Amanpreet from his assured gold medal in the last two
shots in the 24-shot final.
..............................................................................................

J

INDIAN OPEN TITLE

SSP Chawrasia clinched second
successive Indian Open Title
12 March 2017
SP Chawrasia became
only the second Indian
golfer to successfully
defend the Hero Indian
Open,
clinching
a
seven-stroke win at the
redesigned DLF golf and country club.
..............................................................................................

S

MISCELLANEOUS

INDIAN-AMERICAN APPRECIATION DAY
...............................................................................................

..............................................................................................
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REPORTS

THIRD LARGEST AVIATION MARKET TWO MAJOR FACILITIES AT VSSC

India became the third largest ISRO commissioned two major
aviation market in domestic traffic facilities at VSSC
26 March 2017
ndia became the third largest aviation market in terms
of domestic
passenger
traffic. India’s
domestic air
passenger
traffic stood at
100 million in
2016 and was behind only the US (719 million) and China
(436 million), Sydney-based aviation think-tank Centre
for Asia Pacific Aviation (CAPA) said in its latest report.

I

Kansas recognised March 16 as
Indian-American Appreciation Day
17 March 2017
he U.S. state of Kansas recognised March 16 as
‘Indian-American Appreciation Day’ to honour an

T

20 March 2017

I

SRO commissioned two major facilities– a Hypersonic
Wind Tunnel and Shock
Tunnel– at the Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre at
Thiruvananthapuram as part of
its continuous and concerted
efforts to minimise cost of access to space. Commissioning
of such facilities would provide adequate data for design
and development of current and future space transportation
systems in the country.

Indian techie who was killed last month in a raciallymotivated hate crime.

