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AWARDS

APPOINTMENT
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

SAHITYA AKADEMI BHASHA SAMMAN AWARD

1 February, 2018

1 February, 2018

N

eelam Kapoor, an Indian Information Service
(IIS) officer appointed as Director General (DG)
of the Sports Authority of India.
For the first time an IIS officer
has been appointed as SAI
chief.
She was the Principal Director
General of the Press Information Bureau and had
also served as UPA government’s spokesperson.

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE MANIPUR HIGH COURT
9 February, 2018

A

bhilasha Kumari is the first woman to become
the Chief Justice of High Court of Manipur.
Manipur Governor Najma Heptulla administered the
oath ceremony on 9th February.
In her speech she urged more
females to join constitutional
institution.
She headed the office for 13 days, as she retired on
February 22.

M

agahi writer Shesh Anand Madhukar was
honoured with Sahitya Akademi Bhasha
Samman Award.
He is second writer of Magahi language to be given
this award.
Magahi, also known as
Magadhi is a language
spoken in Bihar-Jharkhand
region. Its origin lies in
Magadhi Prakrit, which
was the language spoken
in ancient kingdom of Magadha.

BEST M-GOVERNMENT SERVICE AWARD
15 February, 2018

A

adhar won the Best Government Emerging
Technologies Award at 6th World Government
Summit 2018 held in Dubai where India was the
Guest of Honour.

Aadhar is recognised as the world’s largest biometric
enabled identification programme providing access
to bank accounts, social services benefits, income
PRESIDENT OF THE SAHITYA AKADEMI
tax and passport services.
12 February, 2018
handrashekhar Kambara, Jnanpith Award winner Umang App won Best M-Government Service Award.
and Kannada litterateur elected as the President UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for Newage Governance) provides
of Sahitya Akademi.
access to various government
He has authored 5 novels, 25
services at one place.
plays and 11 anthologies of poems.
The awards were presented
Hindi poet Madhav Koushik has
by Deputy Prime Minister
been elected as vice-president.
and Minister of Interior of
Sahitya Akademi, India’s National
Academy of Letters, preserves and promotes literature UAE Sheikh Saif bin Zayed
Al Nahyan.
in Indian languages.
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NATIONAL AWARD BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY
28 February, 2018

R

aghbir Singh Khandpur bestowed with National
Award by the Central Government’s Department
of Science and Technology on
National Science Day which is
held on February 28.
Khandpur is the founder director
of Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing. He is
recognised for contribution in
the field of science, technology
and communication.

DEATHS
SRIDEVI PASSED AWAY
24 February, 2018

B

ollywood actress Sridevi passed away in Dubai
at the age of 54.
Sridevi was awarded the
Padma Shri, the fourth
highest civilian honour,
in 2013.

KUNWAR BAI YADAV PASSED AWAY
24 February, 2018

PRITHVI-II MISSILE TEST- FIRED
9 February, 2018

P

rithvi-II missile was successfully
test fired from a test range in
Chandipur, Odisha.
The missile is nuclear capable and
is capable of carrying 500-1,000
kilogram of warheads.
It is a surface-to-surface missile,
which has a strike range of 350 km.

INTEGRATED AUTOMATIC AVIATION METEOROLOGICAL
SYSTEM
9 February, 2018

T

he Indian Navy unveiled the Integrated Automatic
Aviation Meteorological System (IAAMS) at INS
Garuda, naval air station in Kochi, Kerala.
The system is equipped with Meteorological Sensors
which will help in monitoring weather.
It also has a special alarm feature that alerts the
duty staff about any
abnormal change of
weather parameters
that may affect safe
flying operations.

FIRST INDIAN WOMAN TO FLY FIGHTER JET
22 February, 2018

A

vani Chaturvedi became the first Indian woman
unwar Bai Yadav, a 106-year-old woman and
pilot of Indian Air Force (IAF) to complete a
mascot for `Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ passed solo flight in a MiG-21 Bison fighter aircraft.
away.
She flew the jet for 30
She was recognised by
minutes in Gujarat’s
Prime Minister Narendra
Jamnagar airbase.
Modi for building toilet
by selling off her 8-10
ECONOMIC
goats to build two toilets
STARTUP INDIA RANKING
at her home.
She educated other villagers about the importance 6 February, 2018
uresh Prabhu, Union Minister of Commerce and
of hygiene and encouraged them to build toilets.
Industry launched three tools for states and union
DEFENCE
territories for ranking startups.
The tools are: State and Union
AGNI-1 TEST-FIRED
territory
Startup
Ranking
7 February, 2018
Framework; the Compendium
gni-1 missile successfully test-fired
of Good Practices for Promoting Startups in India
from the Integrated Test Range at
and the Startup India Kit.
Odisha’s Dr Abdul Kalam Island.
The key objective of the Startup States and UTs
The missile is capable of carrying nuclear
Ranking Framework is to encourage States and
warheads and can hit a target beyond
Union territories to work upon strengthening Startup
700 km.
ecosystems at the local level.
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GOOGLE LAUNCHED ‘#SecurityCheckKiya’

UIDAI LAUNCHES BLUE COLOURED BAL AADHAR

6 February, 2018

26 February, 2018

O

n Safer Internet Day, celebrated on February 6,
Google India launched ‘#SecurityCheckKiya’
campaign to create awareness around Internet safety.
Three steps will safeguard a user’s Android mobile
device and account against several online threats such
as
hijacking,
malicious apps
and loss of
personal data.
Google
also
advised Android
users to use
Google Play Protect, a tool which scans the device
for malware during and after installation of apps.
Android users can also locate a lost Android phone
by downloading an app called Find My Device.

ASIA’S FIRST LARGE SCALE CO2 INJECTION TECHNIQUE
16 February, 2018

O

il and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is
planning to introduce carbon dioxide (CO2)
injection technology in its Gandhar oil field in Gujarat.
Its main agenda
is to recover 20
million barrels
of crude oil
under enhanced
oil
recovery
programme.

CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN TRUDEAU
VISITS INDIA
17 February, 2018

C

anadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau arrived
in India on February 17 for a week-long visit.
He was received by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He visited various landmarks like Taj Mahal, Amritsar’s
Golden Temple and
Sabarmati Ashram.
During
the
visit India and
Canada
signed
six
agreements
in different fields
including nuclear science, energy cooperation, sports,
education, science and technology and information
communication technology.
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U

nique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI),
the nodal authority for issuing Aadhar cards
has rollout ‘Bal Aadhar’, meant for kids under 5
years of age.
It will be of
blue colour to
differentiate it with
regular Aadhar. It
will be linked with
one of parent’s
Aadhar Card.
Bal Aadhar does not include biometric information
like fingerprints and iris scan.
Though Bal Aadhar is necessity, it may be required
for Government scholarships or grants for higher
education.

EDUCATION
EXAM WARRIORS BY PM NARENDRA MODI RELEASED
5 February, 2018

E

xam Warriors by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
released by External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj who elaborated on the 25 mantras given by
the Prime Minister.
Through Exam Warriors,
PM has urged students
to see exams as a way
to compete with self and
celebrating them.
Giving an advise for life, Modi said, “Exam tests
your current preparation, not you.”
Yogi Aditya Nath will launch the Hindi version of
the Exam Warriors.

COURSE ON DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP AND SAFETY
6 February, 2018

G

oogle and NCERT are collaborating on ‘Digital
Citizenship and Safety’ course in information
and communications technology curriculum.
The course has
been designed to
teach students the
social, ethical and
legal aspects of
Internet safety.
The aim is to “catch children young and teach them
the essentials of staying safe, while exploring the
online world”, said Sunita Mohanty, Director, Trust
and Safety, Google India.

HAPPINESS CLASSES IN SCHOOLS
8 February, 2018

D

eputy CM of Delhi Manish Sisodia announced
Happiness classes in government school from
nursery to Class VIII starting next academic session.
The main aim is to train young minds to be happy.
The evaluation of activity-based subject will be
done through a
happiness index.
Schools will also
be rewarded for
their activities in
conservation of the
environment.

NCERT SYLLABUS TO BE CUT DOWN BY HALF
25 February, 2018

H

uman Resource Development minister Prakash
Javadekar announced that the NCERT syllabus
will be cut down by half.
The reduction in syllabus
will be applicable from
class I-XII from 20192020 session.
Javadekar said that this step has been taken because
load on students is too heavy.

ENVIRONMENT
SOLAR FARMING

GREEN GOOD DEEDS CAMPAIGN
5 February, 2018

E

nvironment Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched
Green Good Deeds campaign.
The focus of the
campaign is to sensitise
people, in particular,
students about climate
change and global
warming.
‘It is our duty to Give Back Clean and Green
Environment to Next Generation’, Vardhan said.
A mobile application named ‘Dr Harsh Vardhan’ has
been devised to reach out to people across India on
the campaign.

SOLAR CITIES
6 February, 2018

U

nder ‘Development of Solar Cities’ scheme
proposed by Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy, the government has sanctioned development
of 60 Solar Cities.
The Scheme aims at reducing minimum 10% in
projected demand of
conventional energy at
the end of five years.
Local
governments
are motivated to adopt
renewable
energy
technologies.

FINANCE

3 February, 2018

T

he union government has announced Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahaabhiyan (KUSUM)
scheme to promote solar farming.
KUSUM will build 10,000 MW solar plants on
barren lands for solar farming.
Farmers can earn extra income by setting up solar
power project
and producing
extra power.
The
energy
produced by
the
farmers
on their barren
land will be
bought by the
state electricity distribution companies (DISCOMS).
It is also aimed to distribute 17.5 lakh solar pumps
for which 60 per cent subsidy will be given to the
farmers.
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CRISIL AND SIDBI LAUNCH CRISIDEX
6 February, 2018

T

he Union Minister for Finance and Corporate
Affairs Arun Jaitley launched CriSidEx.
CriSidEx is India’s first sentiment index for micro
and small enterprises (MSEs) developed jointly by
CRISIL & SIDBI (Small Industries Development
Bank of India).
Primarily CriSidEx will flag potential headwinds
and changes in production cycles which will help
improve market efficiencies.
It will capture the
sentiment of exporters
and importers and
will offer actionable
indicators on foreign
trade.

IMPORTANT DAYS

MUMBAI RANKED 12TH RICHEST CITY GLOBALLY
11 February, 2018

I

ndia’s financial capital Mumbai has been ranked
the 12th richest city in the world with a total wealth
of $950 billion or approximately `61.11 lakh crore.
Total wealth of a city includes the private wealth
of all individuals in the city. However, government
funds are excluded from the figures.
Mumbai
is the
economic
hub of
India
and
home
to the
Bombay Stock Exchange, the 12th largest stock
exchange in the world.

INDEPENDENT DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
11 February, 2018

N

GOOGLE DOODLES KAMLA DAS
1 February, 2018

G

oogle’s Kamla Das’ doodle celebrated her
autobiography, “My Story” on 1st February, its
publication date.
When she
began
publishing,
she used the
pseudonym
Madhavikutty.
Das originally wrote her autobiography in English,
but translated it to Malayalam.

WORLD WETLANDS DAY
2 February, 2018

T

he Floating Treatment Wetland was inaugurated
on World Wetlands Day in Neknampur Lake in
Hyderabad.
Plants were planted under the floating treatment
clean the lake by
absorbing nitrates
and other pollutants
in the water.
Some of the cleaning
agents are flowering
herbs, hibiscus, tulsi
and fountain grass.

ITI Aayog’s Vice-Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar
has proposed setting up independent Debt
Management Office.
Kumar stated that better servicing of loans could lead
to substantial reduction in India’s interest payments.
At present, the government debt is managed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
India’s total debt is
estimated at `66.68
lakh crore at the
end of March 2018,
NATIONAL DEWORMING INITIATIVE
which is likely to go
10 February, 2018
up to `72.51 lakh
crore by March
P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family
2019, according to the Budget document.
Welfare launched the National Deworming Initiative
on the occasion of National Deworming Day.
RBI LAUNCHES OMBUDSMAN SCHEME
Mass deworming programme is conducted as every
24 February, 2018
child aged between 1- 19 years is given tablets
he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched to get rid of
Ombudsman Scheme for non-banking financial any intestinal
companies.
infection.
This scheme will help
It is held on
customers of finance
10
February
companies to get their
and 10 August
complaints redressed
every year and Ministry of Human Resource
cost-free.
Development (HRD) and Ministry of Women and
Child Development (WCD) collaborate with teachers
The offices located in
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and New Delhi will handle to implement this programme.
the complaints.
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SCIENCE

INDIA’S FIRST RADIO FESTIVAL
15 February, 2018

I

ndia’s first radio festival held in Delhi on
February 15.
The festival was organised by the International
Association of Women in Radio and Television in
partnership with UNESCO.
It
examined
the
potential
of radio as a
platform
for
social change
and
focused
upon ways to
make it more creative.
The World Radio Day is celebrated across the globe
on February 13.

NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY
28 February, 2018

N

ational Science Day is celebrated on 28th
February every year to mark the discovery of the
Raman Effect by Indian physicist Sir Chandrashekhara
Venkata Raman on 28 February 1928.
For his discovery, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.
This was the first Nobel Prize
for India in the field of Science.
Raman Effect is the scattering of
light that occurs after a beam of
light passes through a transparent
medium.

PLACES
FIRST HINDU TEMPLE IN ABU DHABI
11 February, 2018

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi lays foundation
stone ceremony for the first Hindu temple in the
capital of the United
Arab Emirates which
is the home to over
three million people of
Indian origin.
The first Hindu temple
in Abu Dhabi will be hand-carved by Indian temple
artisans and assembled in the UAE.
It will be completed by 2020 covering 55,000 square
metres of land.
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CAR IN SPACE
6 February, 2018

F

alcon Heavy, the most powerful operational
rocket built by SpaceX, successfully launched
on February 6 from Kennedy Space Center in U.S.
It set up the car in space in the orbit around Earth.
SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corp is a
private American aerospace manufacturer and space
transport services company founded by Elon Musk.
The company
work towards
making space
flights cheaper
and
restore
the possibility
of
humans
exploring space.

SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING ACADEMY AWARD
18 February, 2018

P

une-born Indian engineer Vikas Sathaye was
awarded Scientific and Engineering Academy
Award at Oscars Scientific and Technical Awards
2018 at Beverly Hills in Los Angeles, USA.
Sathaye was honoured for conceptualisation, design,
engineering and
the implementation
of the Shotover K1
Camera System.
K1 system is a
camera mount that
is used for aerial
filming.

SUPER CRITICAL CARBON DIOXIDE BRAYTON TEST
LOOP FACILITY
23 February, 2018

I

ndian scientists of Indian Institute of Science
developed a super critical carbon dioxide Brayton
test loop facility.
This will help
generate clean
energy and
reduce carbon
foot print
significantly.

SPORTS
INDIA WON UNDER-19 ICC WORLD CUP
4 February, 2018

I

ndia won Under-19 ICC World Cup 2018 by
defeating Australia by eight wickets.
The
matches
were held in New
Zealand.
The team was
captained
by
Prithvi Shaw and
coached by Rahul Dravid.

KHELO INDIA SCHOOL GAMES
8 February, 2018

T

he first Khelo
India School
Games
(KISG)
inaugurated by PM
Narendra Modi was
held from from
31st January to 8th
February, 2018 at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium.
Haryana won bagging away 102 medals- 38 gold,
26 silver and 38 bronze medals. Maharashtra won
111 medals but due to their lower gold medal count
they secured 2nd position.
With a strong focus on 2024 and 2028 olympics,
Khelo India seeks to make India a strong contender
at the Olympic level.
Talented players like Nisar Ahmed who is 16 years
old won gold in 100 metre race; Pooja from Haryana
won a gold in Shot Put and Manu Bhaker won a
gold in 10 metre Air Pistol event.

INDIA’S FIRST WORLD CUP MEDAL IN GYMNASTICS
25 February, 2018

A

runa Reddy created history by becoming the first
Indian to win bronze medal at gymnastics World
Cup in Melbourne.
Reddy holds a black
belt and is a former
Karate trainer. She
won her first National
medal in 2005.
She finished 14th in
the qualification round at the 2014 Commonwealth
Games, and secured a ninth place at the Asian Games
held in 2014.
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MISCELLANEOUS
WORLD SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT
16 February, 2018

W

orld Sustainable Development Summit 2018,
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was held at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi.
WSDS is organised by
The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI).
The theme of WSDS 2018
is ‘Partnerships for a Resilient Planet’ and it aims
to accelerate action towards sustainable development
and climate change.

PRIME MINISTER LAUNCHES AMMA TWO-WHEELER
SCHEME
26 February, 2018

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi launched subsidised
Amma two-wheeler Scheme meant for working
women on the occasion of former Chief Minister
Jayalalitha 70th birth anniversary.
He also launched 70 lakh tree sapling planting drive.
Under the scheme,
every beneficiary will
be given 50% of cost
of a two-wheeler or
grant of `25,000. It
will cover one lakh
working women every
year.

BHARTI AIRTEL AND GOOGLE TO LAUNCH LOW-COST
4G HANDSETS
28 February, 2018

B

harti Airtel and Google announced a partnership
to bring low-cost smartphones powered by
Android Oreo to the Indian market.
Android Oreo is a version of Google’s Android
operating system
that
has
been
optimised to run
smoothly on lowend devices with
1GB of RAM or
less.
Lava and Micromax
would introduce the first set of 4G smartphones.

